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1
University applications to UK institutions in 2020/2021 is a year like no other. With uncertainty 
still surrounding the ongoing pandemic and its potential impact on both 2021 examinations and 
what manifestation of an educational system we will see in 2021/2022, not to mention Brexit, 
it is now more important than ever to ensure you are well informed about ongoing changes to 
UCAS admissions.

1. A few opening remarks to ensure you are aware of the current situation:

2. May 2021 IB exams will be run differently to previous years. Be aware of these changes here.

3. UK Universities remain optimistic about 2020/2021 applications, despite the ongoing  
uncertainty around educational delivery and assessment. With that said, UCAS does not 
expect the same number of applicants as in the 2019/2020 cycle due a drop in overseas 
applicants. 

Many students who held offers to commence study in 2020 may have asked Universities to defer 
due to the ongoing uncertainty around COVID-19. This will vary significantly from university to 
university, so existing statistical data may be less relevant than previous years - do not rely on 
student application numbers from previous years, focus on the requested IB point tally instead.

On one hand there has never been a better time to apply to Universities - they will need student 
numbers to ensure their business models function. On the other hand, your students may be 
entering the pool alongside deferred entries who would otherwise have taken their place on the 
2020 academic course. There is a level of uncertainty not seen in many years.

It is a very interesting time at the moment for UK universities. The past year has seen universities 
make more unconditional offers to students than ever before. Indeed, many universities have 
taken the unprecedented step of offering students lower offers, on the basis that the student 
chooses them as their firm (first) choice. Although there is no legislation around these practices, 
it sets an interesting, and potentially dangerous, precedent for the years to come.

For more information on UK university fees, read the UK government’s official advice here.

Introduction

Arrange a free 
talk for your 
students 

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/programme-information/dp/overview_of_adaptations_for_m21_session_for_the_diploma_and_career_related_programmes_final_11082020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/studying-in-the-uk-guidance-for-eu-students
https://www.eibeducation.com/talks-seminars
https://www.eibeducation.com/talks-seminars
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Add to this the disruptive impact of new universities coming into the fray such as the New 
College of Humanities and the London Interdisciplinary school, an ongoing discussion of 
potential fee structure changes, and, crucially to IB students, fundamental changes to the IB 
Maths syllabus, and it paints a very complex picture for IB students, teachers and parents in the 
coming 1-3 year period.

Below, we carefully assess the information we’ve compiled, through our engagement with a 
global base of IB schools and educators, recent IBSCA Higher Education conferences, and 
ongoing research in discussions with UK universities.

Though much of this report is written specifically for IBDP students, it is relevant to schools and 
counsellors supporting students undertaking other programmes, including of course the IBCP, 
but also AP’s and other international qualifications.

Timothy Hoffmann
IB Cat 2 trained DP coordinator
MEng Oxford University, 2009
IB Graduate, 2005

https://www.eliteib.co.uk/resource/ib-maths-syllabus-changes/
https://www.eliteib.co.uk/resource/ib-maths-syllabus-changes/
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2The IB & UCAS - 
The Basics

The best reference for a basic understanding of how the IB & UCAS fit together is the IBO’s 
official “Guide for IB students applying to UK institutions” which we’d strongly advise you read if 
you haven’t already.

UCAS is the system through which students apply to most (but not all) UK universities. An 
undergraduate UCAS application is comprised of

 • Student profile & academic history

 • 5 university course choices

 • Personal statement (4,000 characters)

 • School reference (4,000 characters)

This same set of information is sent to all 5 courses. Some universities may then follow up with 
the candidate for more information, a portfolio of work, or to set up an interview. 

Students applying to Oxford, Cambridge or medical courses must apply by October 15th. All 
other candidates must apply by the following January 15th. Although this is a hard deadline, 
many universities will continue to accept applications up until the official May deadline.

Deadline Date

End of year 1 exams

UCAS early submission (Oxbridge, Medicine)

UCAS general submission (all other courses)

Final Exams

Results Day

A-level Results Day / Clearing opens

May/June

15th October

15th January

Late April/May

6th July

15th August

https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognition---international-student-guide-uk--march2016---eng.pdf.pdf
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Not all university courses need to be applied to via UCAS. Some private universities and other 
institutions allow students to apply directly, as you might do in the US.

Once the student has sent off their application, universities have until May to send students either

 • A rejection

 • A conditional offer (ie you must achieve 32 points to take up your place); or

 • An unconditional offer (your place is guaranteed if you pick our course)

Students must then select a Firm and Insurance choice. Firm is the student’s first choice, and must 
by definition have more difficult entry criteria than Insurance. 

If students achieve the conditional offer set by the Firm choice, they can accept their place. If they 
miss the required grades, but meet the conditions for the Insurance choice, they can accept their 
insurance place. If they miss both offers, they can of course enquire with both institutions, or enter 
a system called Clearing (more on both Clearing & Adjustment later on).

The Universities which see the most IB students joining them each year are, in order: Kings College 
London, Queen Mary’s University, UCL, Bath, Kent, St Andrews & Warwick.

A rough outline of entry criteria to universities in the UK

 • Oxbridge: 38/40+

 • “Russell Group”: 34/36+

 • General entry and passing: 24+

 • Some universities do not ask for a passing IB grade and rather ask for UCAS tariff points. See 
more below.

Are there any potential downsides to an IB application to the UK?

The IB is, in comparison with A-levels, still a relatively new phenomenon in the academic world 
and certainly with the UK university ecosystem. Some universities simply haven’t had enough 
students applying with IB scores to fully understand the complexities of how an IB diploma is 
structured. It is always safest to apply to universities who have a long history of accepting IB 
students, or where there is a very clear understanding of how HLs and SLs work. Where this is 
not well documented on university websites, we would advise you to handle with care.

The other potential downside of a fully IB education, is that students will apply with in-school 
MYP grades and predicted IB grades, but potentially no externally validated/moderated grades. 
Whilst this is common in the US and other countries, British students will likely have completed 
11+, 13+ GCSE and other exams by the time their predicted A-level results are submitted. 

There is little evidence to suggest this works against IB students, but there is an argument that 
universities may add extra weight to exams which have been externally moderated. The MYP 
e-exam and of course IGCSEs can help with this, where schools offer them.
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What happened with IB results in May 2020 and how did Universities act on it?

For a detailed report on the May 2020 exams, please review our report here. 

The short version is that May 2020 results were awarded on the basis of school predicted 
grades, and internal assessments, all of which were officially examined by the IBO. Initial results 
awarded on July 6th which also took into consideration a ‘school component’ as part of a little-
understood IBO algorithm was rescinded and new results released on August 17th where no 
students grades could go down, after much protest from IB world schools.

Unfortunately, a similar course of events took place with A-levels, which meant that many 
universities had already awarded places to students, but then had to honour another huge 
surge of students who suddenly met their grades when new marks were awarded when Ofqual 
had to undertake its own U-turn.

Universities, it seems, have honoured the offers they made and therefore by and large will 
have slightly bigger cohorts for the 2020/2021 academic intake. This is a simplification of a very 
complex process where many overseas students it seems chose not to take up places they were 
awarded, and so is a generalisation of a larger issue.

For a running thread of how universities reacted to the IBO’s stance, please see the IBSCA feed here. 

The IB & UCAS

For many international schools, 
historically, UK university applications 
were seen as the less complicated 
option in comparison with the US. 
Recently, however, with changes to 
UCAS protocol (namely dropping from 
6 to 5 choices, not to mention new 
UCAS weightings coming into practice 
in 2018) things have changed and 
it is vital as students or educators 
that you are up to speed with these 
developments. 

UK universities, in general, wholly 
endorse the IB. Student’s extended 
essays, for example, are perfect 
tertiary education level research. CAS 
shows great engagement in your 
local community, and leadership. 
TOK shows a level of thought and 
understanding of pedagogical 
approaches not seen in many other 
school-leaving certificate bodies.

https://www.eliteib.co.uk/uploads/EliteIBReport_May2021exams.pdf
http://www.ibsca.org.uk/category/news/


8

www.eibadmissions.com

How well does UCAS, and do universities, understand the IBDP?

UCAS as a central body certainly understands the complexity and difficulty of an IBDP diploma, but 
universities are still playing catch up. This is improving year on year as more and more IB students 
apply through UCAS.

Fundamentally, our research has shown us that if more students apply with IBDP scores, 
universities tend to be fairer, that is to say their entry requirements and more closely match the 
quality of the course.

A fantastic example of this is King’s College London, who previously asked for 38+ points for many 
of their subjects. But, as of 3 years ago, King’s changed their points requirements to 35 points 
across the board for all subjects. It is no coincidence that Kings has more IB graduates than any 
other university in Europe, and are unashamedly pro-IB. At a recent IBSCA conference, then 
Head of Admissions, Paul Teulon, held no punches in his love for the IB - King’s 2029 ambition of 
becoming more interdisciplinary focused is pulled heavily from the IB’s teaching philosophy.

It is important to be aware that some parents and schools will assign ‘value’ purely based on 
the entry requirements, rather than the true value of the course. For example, a 37 point entry 
requirement could be considered superior to a 34 point entry requirement, but this does not 
take into account measures such as student satisfaction, employability or teaching quality, that 
give a better indication of the quality of the degree. Measures such as the Teaching Excellence 
Framework (TEF) explore these areas, and are definitely worth reading about if applying to 
university soon. 

The simplest way of looking at it is that London universities tend to have a large number of IB 
applicants and consequently understand the IB very well. A red flag when considering universities 
is how much variation you see between degrees and departments. Edinburgh University a great 
example of this - some degrees seem well aligned with course quality whilst others seem out of 
sync, suggesting IB requirements are being determined on a course by course basis, rather than 
as a university-wide initiative. 

How important are subject combinations and specifically, Higher Levels?

When it comes to the IBDP, selecting your 6 subjects is tough enough – classroom timetabling and 
teaching quality all come into play. Schools ongoing love-hate relationship with Pamoja (an online 
software that allows you to study IB subjects not offered at your school) also means that certain 
students may have a very high aptitude in a subject which they simply aren’t able to take. On top 
of this, it is often down to students to investigate whether certain universities have specific subject 
requirements alongside a total IB score. For example, did you know that to study Economics at 
LSE, you require a 7 at Higher Level Maths?

Interestingly, many universities have started offering HL only requirements (where they are making 
a direct equivalence between A-levels and HL subjects), as well as overall point tallies. 

Generally however, most courses will have an overall point tally requirement. An increasing 
number also insist on an HL point tally requirement (for example, 36 with 6,6,6,at HL). Many 
science degrees will further specify the requirement of one or two sciences at HL. Other courses 
still will set Maths requirements, in some cases high grades for Maths AA at HL for subjects like 
Physics, Engineering etc. This doesn’t tend to vary largely year on year at the same institutions, but 
can vary between universities, so be sure to do your reading.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/aboutkings/strategy/Kings-strategic-vision-2029.pdf
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/teaching/what-is-the-tef/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/teaching/what-is-the-tef/
https://pamojaeducation.com/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study-at-lse/Undergraduate/Degree-programmes-2019/BSc-Economics
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study-at-lse/Undergraduate/Degree-programmes-2019/BSc-Economics
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The importance of 1st year IB exams

With all that went on during the May 2020 exam session and subsequent re-allocation of marks, is 
it clear that DP1 mock exams play an important part in the predicted scores which schools award. 
Looking at the deadlines in the section above, you can see how, particularly for students keen 
on Oxbridge or medical degrees, there is little time back at school in the 1st term of 2nd year to 
improve mock grades. UCAS applications are sent off on October 15th, or even sooner if applying 
to one of these two routes - this means 1st year mock exams are fundamental to the grades 
teachers will supply on your UCAS form.

Drawing A-level comparisons

This brings up the important discussion as to how the IB stacks up against A-levels, and how you 
can ensure you use the IB’s strengths to your advantage. Although an IB Higher Level 7 is weighted 
the same as an A-level A* (at 56 UCAS tariff points), an IB Standard Level 7 is weighted 8 UCAS 
points above (at 28) an A at AS level (at 20).

Ultimately, these UCAS weightings are there to serve as a barometer for universities to compare 
a plethora of applications arriving on their desks from all around the world and it is the total IB 
predicted score, and not the UCAS tally, that you should focus on. To learn more, it is always worth 
playing around with the UCAS tally calculator.

IB Grade

IB Grade

A Level Grade

A Level Grade

7

6

5

7

6

5

4

A*

A

B

A*

A

B

A*

A

B

[A*]

A

B

A*

A

B

A* & A

B

C

A*

A

B

A*

A

Bath

Manchester

Birmingham

Exeter

King’s

Bristol

Leeds

Leeds

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator
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Clearing & Adjustment

One of the added complexities of the UCAS 
system are Clearing & Adjustment. Both are 
inherently good things, offering students 
more flexibility if exams either didn’t quite go 
to plan, or conversely, if they perform better 
than expected. 

Clearing, in short is when students either 
receive no offers, or their exams results don’t 
match their Firm or Insurance choices. In this 
instance, universities which have spaces left 
over will allow students to reapply on August 
15th on a first-come-first-served basis by 
direct application to the university or college. 

Adjustment, conversely, occurs when students’ 
marks significantly exceed their predictions. 
More on this here.

2019 also brought the highest ever 
proportion of places secured through Clearing 
at higher tariff providers – 9.8%, compared 
with 8.3% in 2018. (www.ucas.com)

Clearing covers a broad range of subject 
areas. This includes typically highly selective 
courses, such as preclinical medicine (over 
400 placed through Clearing, comprising 
7.9% of all UK 18 year old acceptances 
to this subject) and mathematics (over 
600 placed through Clearing – 14% of 
acceptances to this subject).(www.ucas.com)

Considering the likely impact of the further 
decline in the 18 year old population, and 
the expansion of applicant choice in the 
admissions process, now may be the best 
time ever for students to realise their HE 
ambitions.(www.ucas.com) 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-done-better-expected
http://www.ucas.com
http://www.ucas.com
http://www.ucas.com
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Which comparative tools are out there and which 
metrics should I use?

It is important that school counselors and students 
are equipped with the most up to date information 
and tools to have at their disposal in order to make 
informed decisions.

We would strongly encourage you to explore the 
following online tools

 • Times good  university guide

 • QS University rankings

 • Guardian League Tables

 • Complete University Guide

Some things to consider when using these tools

a. Look for gold teaching excellence and 
employability

b. How consistent are they? Did they rank similarly 
2,3,5,10 years ago?

c. What is more important to you? Entry 
requirements? Teacher/student ratios? Student 
satisfaction? Employment? Consider all variables 
not just the overall ranking.

d. Anecdotally How quickly did they transition 
online?

When using these tools, you will notice that not 
all rankings are the same and it is of course vitally 
important to realise that each website which apply 
different weightings to the different criteria set. A 
challenge we like to give students, before looking at 
the weightings, is to give them the different variables 
(say: entry requirements, tutor/student ratio) and 
ask them to rank them in importance to them. This 
will help to give them a truly personal view on which 
universities best match their requirements, rather 
than the one-size-fits-all approach these comparative 
matrices ultimately are.

For the most 
detailed 
comparative tool 
for IB subjects 
only, see Elite 
IB’s entry 
requirements 
online calculator 
here, updated 
for 2020/20201 
admissions

https://www.eliteib.co.uk/ib-req.php
https://www.eliteib.co.uk/ib-req.php
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3
The IBDP is widely recognised and accepted within UK universities, and with tens of thousands of 
IBDP students applying each year, universities are coming to understand and indeed respect it 
more and more. 

There was a disparity until 2018 where UCAS was so heavily in favour of the IB in its comparison 
with A-levels (40 points on the IB equated to 4 A*’s and one A) but this was brought back in line 
by a change in the A-level weighting calculations starting in 2018/2019, as this weighting was not 
reflected in the scores universities were asking for.

Starting early

Although quite an obvious statement, the earlier you start, the easier the process is, and this 
is mainly linked to the HL & SL combinations students undertake. Whereas for many degrees, 
the subject combinations may not be vital (Geography, for instance), for others, where certain 
subjects are either not taken at all, or not taken for HL in particular, entry is almost immediately 
an impossibility. This is particularly true for STEM subjects, but is broadly true across a variety of 
disciplines.

Whereas in the US, the overall student profile is more important than particular academic 
scores, in the UK, where the main school-leaving certificate is 3 A-levels, there is a very heavy 
slant towards students choosing HL subjects which align with their chosen degree.

More and more interdisciplinary degrees are being brought in, which counteracts the above. 
PPE (Politics, Philosophy and Economics) for example has been introduced by more and more 
universities each year, and universities like UCL & Kings have recently introduced Liberal Arts 
programmes.

For students who are truly unsure of what they’d like to study, there is no point forcing the issue 
when it comes to IBDP subject selection, but for those who do have a relatively clear view on 
their chosen path, it is vitally important to ensure that subject combinations, and particularly HL 
subjects are chosen which align with their degree.

Being aware of entry tests

Each year, we are surprised by how many students are unaware of entry tests they must take to 
gain entry on certain programmes. Of course, this is true for many Oxford, Cambridge & Imperial 
courses, and specifically for medicine & law, but many students are unaware of the dates for the 
LNAT, MAT, TSA, BMAT, UCAT and more. It is critical that students are made aware of these tests 
in good time. The Cambridge STEP exam is required for many Imperial College London degrees, 
and indeed whilst not explicitly being asked for by other institutions, actively bolsters students 

General Advice for IB students 
applying to UK Universities
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who are keen to pursue Maths and related degrees. See more below, but particularly for schools 
only offering A&I maths, it is advisable to make students aware of the STEP exams they can 
undertake.

See this link for more information on various entry tests students must consider.

Super curriculars

Depending on the sources you read, personal statements are typically advised to be anywhere 
from 70-90% academic and 30-10% ‘other/extra-curricular’.

The word which is missed out here ‘super curricular’. Whilst extracurriculars may be helpful for 
showing a well rounded student with various interests and abilities, super curriculars are really 
where you can differentiate yourself.

Super curriculars are the subject specific initiatives you’re undertaking beyond the IB syllabus. 
If you are applying for English, this might be anything from external essay competitions you’ve 
entered, to using your analysis skills in speech & debate, or attending online lectures. 

For an Engineering applicant, this might involve starting up a robotics club at school, following a 
Coursera course on artificial intelligence or much more besides.

For more on super 
curriculars, listen to 
this podcast with Paul 
Tuelon, ex Head of 
Admissions at Kings 
College London and 
now Head of Global 
Recognition at the IBO

Supporting students with finding opportunities for supper curriculars is truly important, and 
the schools we’ve worked with who have really succeeded with this have often put the onus on 
the students to set up clubs and initiatives which also allows them to spark any entrepreneurial 
interests which may otherwise have lain dormant.

https://www.eliteib.co.uk/ib-req.php
https://www.eliteib.co.uk/resource/eib-podcast-paul-teulon-on-uk-university-admissions-for-ib-students/
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Medical & Law needing vocational support

Medicine and Law are two of the most competitive courses to gain entry to in the UK, and as 
medicine in particular is only offered at a limited number of universities, it can be an arduous 
process.

With that in mind, asides from the admissions tests students must undertake, they must also be 
given the chance to bolster their applications with vocational experience. This obviously doesn’t 
mean experience in an operating theatre, but for medicine in particular, they must show an 
understanding and willingness to engage with the ‘human’ element of medical degrees. It is, after 
all, not a Biochemistry degree they are undertaking and taking part in volunteering opportunities 
in local hospitals, hospices and similar is a fantastic opportunity to create a rounded application.

The same is true, albeit to a lesser extent with law. Being a relatively vocational degree, and 
extremely competitive for admissions, students are encouraged to try to find short term work 
shadowing opportunities, attending local courts or other initiatives which will allow students to 
understand how the study of law is put into practice ‘in the real world’.

The Extended Essay & CAS

Both the EE & CAS are what we like to refer to as ‘golden nuggets’ of the IB. They are exactly what 
tertiary institutions are looking for.

The EE in particular is perfect - a detailed analysis of a certain subject undertaken almost entirely 
by the student, showing the ability to work independently, do deep analytical research and 
present an extensive piece of work. This aligns nicely with the type of work students will be doing 
at university, and so students must both

a. Try where possible to select EE’s in the subjects which might align with their chosen 
university degrees, and 

b. Ensure they make reference to the EE in their personal statement. 

To not utilise the EE within a personal statement would be a real shame in the context of 
differentiating yourself as an individual, and showing your ability for research.

CAS, despite the complications borne out in 2020/20201, is also a great opportunity to show 
other qualities universities will be interested in. Be sure to encourage students to incorporate 
both components in their Personal statements, and to utilise them as central components of the 
written references.
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BOOK A FREE UCAS FOCUSED

BOOK A FREE UCAS FOCUSED

WITH  EIB ADMISSIONS TODAY

WITH  EIB ADMISSIONS TODAY

OOK A FREE UCAS
OOK A FREE UCAS FOCUSEDFOCUSED

WEBINAR

UK Universities & the IB

Duration: 1hour
Ideal for: End of DP1 or DP2
 Tools used: Zoom, Mentimetre, Kahoot

Delivering truly unique and insightful views due to our 
relationships with admissions departments at many UK 
universities and our recently finished Official Report, this is a 
great presentation to motivate students to make progress with 
their degree choices, understanding the UCAS process, fine-tune 
their personal statements and understand how to use the IB to 
their advantage

EIB Education
Applying to UK Universities with
the IBDP

Talk 1: For IDP1 Students
Talk 2: For IDP2 Students

Book Webinar

https://www.eibeducation.com/talks-seminars


16

www.eibadmissions.com

4
Brexit & Fees

Let us first address Brexit, the ongoing fee debacle with the UK is contending with. The 
government recently announced that EU students starting university or college in 2020/21 
academic year will have guaranteed home fee status and financial support for the duration of 
courses in England. Similarly, EU students starting in the 2020/21 academic year will also have 
guaranteed ‘home fee’ status for the duration of their courses in Northern Ireland, and Scottish 
Government has confirmed it will meet the cost of tuition fees for eligible EU students starting 
their course in 2020/21, for the duration of the course.

 EU nationals (and their family members) who start a designated course in the UK in the 2019/20 
academic year, or before, will continue to be eligible for ‘home’ fee status (meaning they pay 
the same fees as domestic UK students). They will also receive student finance support for the 
duration of their course, provided they meet the residency and other eligibility requirements.

For more on this, read Here.

Addressing ‘Unconditional offers’ and the worrying trend

In recent years, a slightly worrying trend has emerged where universities have started ‘gaming’ 
the UCAS system in order to attract more students, using their inflated entry requirements as an 
indicator of the quality of the course (say, a course is advertised with an entry requirement of 32 
points) but then making unconditional, or reduced offers to students (of say 28) if they choose 
that university as their ‘Firm’ choice.

In UCAS’s own words, this phenomenon is best described as:

Recent UCAS trends

“Applicants received a conditional offer through the UCAS system. 
However, the provider sends a letter/ email to the applicant stating 
that the offer will be made unconditional if chosen as firm. The 
applicant then picks the choice as firm.” (www.ucas.com)

It is likely we will see even more of this in the 2020/2021 admissions cycle as universities 
scramble to attract students, but it is clear that UCAS & UK universities are working together to 
try to remove this altogether. In UCAS’s words, “we estimate there could be up to 47,500 potential 
conditional unconditional offers.” 

The other way in which some universities are slightly gaming the system is by introducing 
interviews, which is seen more as a sign of the quality of the course, but is in fact used as more 
of a sales pitch to the student, rather than a barrier to entry to their admission. Be wary of 
these ‘interviews’ if they are offered outside of the Russell Group universities, as they should be 
handled with care.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eu-student-funding-continued-for-202021?utm_source=9dac1852-7d17-4965-99f0-a8f584bf425f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
http://www.ucas.com
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Key information from the UCAS 
2019 cycle report

As an opening statistic, UCAS state that 
“Non UK nationals apply to London (54%)”

Is this a knowledge issue, or a comfort 
issue? i.e., does London feel a safer 
bet for international students, taking 
into consideration airports and travel, 
language barriers and likely knowing 
someone else at the university in close 
proximity to yours?

Some key statistics from the 2019 
admissions cycle, drawn from the 
recently released UCAS data documents

 • “In 2019, 97.8% of UK 18 year olds 
applying through the UCAS main 
scheme received at least one offer. 
This is a new high – and is a 0.2 
percentage point increase since 
2018. 

 • While the proportion of applicants 
receiving at least one offer in 2019 
was highest in England (98.1%), 
this figure was at the highest level 
since 2009 for Scottish applicants 
(94%). Applicants from Northern 
Ireland (96.6%) and Wales (97.8%) 
were also very likely to receive an 
offer from at least one of their 
choices. 

54.1%

15.3%
of Non-UK Applicants 
Apply to London

of all Non-UK Applicants 
are from China

www.ucas.com

 • The offer rate for medicine and dentistry has increased every year since 2013, and applications to 
this subject group in 2019 were 1.7 times more likely to receive an offer than in 2013. 

 • Universities and colleges frequently accept applicants who perform below their entry requirements. 
Encouragingly, this is most often experienced by disadvantaged applicants. In 2019, 60% of 
POLAR4 quintile 1 placed applicants were accepted on courses with actual A level grades below 
advertised entry requirements (compared with 49% across all placed applicants).“
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A worrying trend seen in the context of many universities is their over-reliance, financially on 
admissions from India & China, particularly in the context of COVID-19. Many universities this 
year are suffering enormously from the financial implications of how many students who they 
had provided offers to, who have chosen not to take the places. Bear in mind that overseas 
students pay significantly higher fees than UK nationals.

From the recent report, we’ve extracted these key statistics.

 • While some progression takes place outside the UCAS system, 140,9551 non-UK students applied 
through UCAS in 2019 

 • The UK Government has set a target of 600,000 international students (including undergraduate 
and postgraduate) studying in the UK by 20307 . Combined with the imminent arrival of a new 
post-study work visa, this may help stimulate growth in HE sector in the coming years.

 • Drawing on its well established reputation for quality higher education, the UK has traditionally 
performed well in the growing global market for international students. However, more recently, 
there have been shifts in market position among the leading study destinations, with Australia 
and Canada increasingly challenging the UK’s second place position behind the US3 in terms of 
incoming international students

 • Countries outside the EU have driven this growth, with a combined applicant increase of 8.0%, and 
acceptance increase of 6.9%.

 • China accounts for 21,505, or 15.3%, of non-UK applicants – up from 12.8% in 2018. The number 
of Chinese applicants has now increased every year since 2013 (in which there were 12,095 
applicants). If trends continue, China’s significance as a component of the UK HE market will grow 
substantially in the next decade – and so understanding the Chinese market is crucial for UK HE 
providers. 

 • India accounts for the second largest number of applicants at 6,720, comprising 4.8% of non-UK 
applicants. 

 • Of applicants domiciled in the EU, the highest numbers are from France, Italy, Poland, Spain, 
and the Republic of Ireland. EU applicants accounted for 37.7% of all non-UK applicants in 2019, 
down from 39.3% in 2018. This continues the trend since 2016.

 • The A level and the International Baccalaureate (IB) are two key qualifications for this applicant 
group. Of the 140,955 non-UK applicants, a substantially higher proportion were verified to be 
holding an A level (17.5%) compared to an IB (7.6%). Notably, the proportion of nonUK applicants 
with International A levels(11.1%) has exceeded the proportion of non-UK applicants with UK A 
levels (8.3%).

 • The growth in the number of applicants applying with an IB ceased in the 2019 cycle. However, 3.5 
times more non-UK than UK applicants have an IB. The acceptance rates for non-UK applicants 
holding an A level or IB are similar – at 65.4% and 63.9%. For non-UK applicants holding neither, 
the acceptance rate is lower at 51.1%. It should be noted that variations in different countries’ 
acceptance rates may affect the acceptance rates of different qualification types.

 • “Verified IBs have also grown, albeit only 3.0% of Chinese applicants hold one. “

 • A smaller proportion of UCAS applicants from China use agents (10.3% in 2019). In contrast, 
26.5% of applicants from India applied through agents in 2019.
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5
Separate to the official UCAS findings, we undertook an extensive research project over the 
course of the 2019/2020 academic year, contacting universities to uncover information and 
trends which were specific to IB students. For example:

 • Were universities giving offers to students who applied with a lower prediction than their 
required entry tallies?

 • How closely did the offers made, match the advertised score?

 • Do certain  universities have a preference for IB students over others?

 • What are the %’s of IB applicants as a % of the total undergraduate body at certain 
universities?

 • Which courses are the  most oversubscribed, or most competitive at certain institutions

Below are a sample of the data points we’ve found from this extensive research.

Admissions statistics & data

Applications and Offer for LLB Law

Ranking for Law, Guardian 2018

5th 10th 66th 11th

London School of 
Economics (LSE)

University College 
London (UCL)

University of 
Liverpool

King’s College 
London (KCL)
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Predicted Grades of Applicants for Economics at City University

Selection of Universities and No. of Applicants

If you would like to receive a condensed copy of this report, please email contact@
eibadmissions.com and we will send you a copy. 

Further, if you would like us to present our findings for you and your school, please let us know 
and we can arrange a date for presentation.

mailto:contact@eibadmissions.com
mailto:contact@eibadmissions.com
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Name

Email adress

Country

Phone

Password

O N L I N E  R E G I S T R A T I O N

E I B  R e p o r t

C R E A T E  A C C O U N T

Already have an account? Sing in

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit , sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 

Register Here To 
Receive An Early 
Release Of Our 
Detailed Research 
Report Data & 
Statistics

Arrange a talk for your teachers and counselors 
with us to dive into this report, or click here to 
receive a condensed version
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6
The impact of the new maths syllabus

Over the past year, we’ve delivered presentations on the IB & UK universities in over 40 cities 
and at countless schools. At each of the talks we’ve given over the past year, and indeed many of 
the school meetings, one of the most commonly asked questions is “what are the impacts of the 
new maths syllabus?” This is a question which will be answered more robustly over the coming 
year, but we do know that IBSCA are working exceptionally hard to teach UK universities about 
the new Maths changes. 

Universities have been long accustomed to the Maths HL / Maths Standard / Maths Studies 
options available to students, and whilst there has been a mixed reception from schools to the 
new A&A and A&I syllabi, spare a thought for admissions officers who not only need to consider 
many other school-leaving certificates, but  now need to unpick the pros and cons of these two 
different systems, which are inherently quite different. 

The simplest way to understand the new Maths systems are as follows. Although the below 
graphic is a simplification, it paints a picture of the potential impacts. 

Recent UCAS trends

HL MathsHL Maths

Maths
Standard

Maths
Studies

HL Maths
(Pure)

HL Maths
(Applied)

SL Maths
(Pure)

SL Maths
(Applied)
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The major difficulty is Maths A&I HL. It is unlike anything the IB has offered before, and although 
certainly a standout in terms of jumping the gun ahead of other programmes, universities are 
finding it hard to understand what it is and how it fits with their admissions profiles. For more 
information on the Maths syllabus changes, please take a look at our article dedicated to this.

Until universities have worked with enough students who have taken the two different routes, it 
is very hard for them to create robust entry criteria, and it is likely that these criteria will change 
over the course of the coming year or two. Although not at all comprehensive, below is a table 
of some example courses and universities and how they are approaching their requirements for 
certain courses

A&A requirements A&I requirements

Imperial Maths

Cambridge Engineering

Biology at Manchester

7 only at HL (preferred)

7 only at HL

6 only at HL

7 only at HL

Not valid

6 only at HL

https://www.eliteib.co.uk/resource/ib-maths-syllabus-changes/
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7
Tony Blair famously wanted 50% of young people to go to University. The problem with this isn’t 
so much access to good education which can only be a good thing, but the very concept of what 
a University is, and what it will become. Should students go to University for the love of learning, 
or should the main metric we use for the success of Universities be the employability rate at the 
end of the degree? If Universities are suddenly having to balance the books without the influx 
of overseas students joining, will employability be the metric they flaunt for the degree courses 
they try and fill up? Or consider the issues the NHS are facing. We’ve seen this year the biggest 
spike of medical degrees on record.

Alongside traditional Russell Group Unis, ‘disruptor’ universities like New College of Humanities 
& London Interdisciplinary School are becoming legitimate options for students. We have long 
felt that the restricted UK university degree system (English or Physics? Chemistry or Law?) 
is outdated, and needs a shake up. Kings College London are making a transition to a more 
modular teaching approach, more akin to the US delivery of information, which nicely blends 
learning for the sake of learning, with solving real world problems, and coincidentally aligns 
wonderfully with the IBO’s philosophy. The US may be on the other extreme of the pedagogical 
scale, but it is clear that a balance needs to be struck in the UK, and these disruptor universities 
are doing just that.

But even these institutions are still very clearly Universities. If we look on the other end of 
the scale at somewhere like the Dyson Institute, we find an educational institution which is 
very clearly teaching content and skills which are purely vocational, and leads to careers in an 
industry which is sure to expand, and have a good guarantee of employment in 5-10-15 years. 
Better yet, it is paid!

If you are a parent now, making an important decision on your child’s HE wants and needs, 
do you invest in a tried and tested model but which you know won’t probably won’t exist in its 
current format in10 years, or take a gamble on a new route with unknown benefits, and a raft of 
known drawbacks?

Looking ahead - notable Changes in 2021
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Useful  links

https://www.ucas.com/file/320131/download?token=AfU7rqhw

https://www.ucas.com/file/292761/download?token=f9VG3j9z

https://www.eliteib.co.uk/ib-req.php

https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognition---
international-student-guide-uk--march2016---eng.pdf.pdf

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C-HpUSOvo6ypBu79vAYt6jUzeWGL3XnMgxZhtKPKD
jQ/edit#slide=id.p30

http://www.ibsca.org.uk/statement-from-russell-group-universities-on-the-2020-exam-grading-
system/

http://www.ibsca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Schools_guide_to_supporting_UCAS_applications_
for__IBCP_students.pdf

https://www.eibadmissions.com/resources/wp-admin/post.php?post=1147&action=edit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NUqai-9SG2N1EwxhYbP-yJyO60AcmtB1tRlf1d5BAoU/edit

Useful Links

https://www.ucas.com/file/320131/download?token=AfU7rqhw 
https://www.ucas.com/file/292761/download?token=f9VG3j9z 
https://www.eliteib.co.uk/ib-req.php 
https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognition---international-student-guide-uk--march2016---eng.pdf.pdf 
https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognition---international-student-guide-uk--march2016---eng.pdf.pdf 
Our UCAS slides: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C-HpUSOvo6ypBu79vAYt6jUzeWGL3XnMgxZhtKPKDjQ/edit#slide=id.p30 
Our UCAS slides: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C-HpUSOvo6ypBu79vAYt6jUzeWGL3XnMgxZhtKPKDjQ/edit#slide=id.p30 
http://www.ibsca.org.uk/statement-from-russell-group-universities-on-the-2020-exam-grading-system/ 
http://www.ibsca.org.uk/statement-from-russell-group-universities-on-the-2020-exam-grading-system/ 
http://www.ibsca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Schools_guide_to_supporting_UCAS_applications_for__IBCP_students.pdf 
http://www.ibsca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Schools_guide_to_supporting_UCAS_applications_for__IBCP_students.pdf 
https://www.eibadmissions.com/resources/wp-admin/post.php?post=1147&action=edit 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NUqai-9SG2N1EwxhYbP-yJyO60AcmtB1tRlf1d5BAoU/edit 
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